St. Tammany Parish Library Board of Control Meeting
July 27, 2026
St. Tammany Parish Council Chambers
21490 Koop Dr., Mandeville, LA 70471
6:30 P.M.

MINUTES

The meeting was called to order by Charles (Chuck) Branton, Board President. The roll was called and a
quorum was established.

Present (7): Glenn Baham, Chuck Branton, Councilman Patrick Burke (Parish President designee),
Tamarah Myers, Pennie Petrie, Dinah Thanars, Travis Thompson
Absent (0): None

Emily Couvillon with the Civil Division of the District Attorney’s Office was also present as legal counsel
for the library.

P. Burke led the Pledge of Allegiance. C. Branton led the invocation. C. Branton explained the meeting
rules and the rules for public comment.

1. Approval of the minutes of the meetings of the Library Board of Control held on May 18, 2026,
June 25, 2026, & July 1, 2026.

MOTION: C. Branton moved to approve the three sets of minutes dated May 18, 2026, June 25, 2026,
and July 1, 2026. It was seconded by D. Thanars.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Devin McGee — Madisonville, LA. He stated that the minutes were accurate and that the Board is doing a
fantastic job.

VOTE: Baham: Yes Burke: Yes Myers: Yes Petrie: Yes Thanars: Yes Thompson: Yes Branton: Yes
RESULT: Motion carried. (Unanimous)

2. NEW BUSINESS
A. Financial Report — May & June 2026

T. Collings reported that a total of $12,883,084.28 in ad valorem revenue and a total of $225,228.52 in
state revenue sharing has been received this year. The budget percentage should be 50% at this point in
the year. Revenues are at 50.06% and expenditures are at 51.72%. He reviewed and gave explanations
for lines that were over or under budget. Notable lines that were referenced were Health Trust, Data
Lines, Network Utility Software, Polaris Maintenance, Financial, Web Design Consultant, Insurance and
Claims, and Internet Database Subscriptions.
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MOTION: G. Baham moved to approve the May & June 2026 financial reports. It was seconded by T.
Thompson.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Devin McGee — He thanked the Board for its efforts in reshelving materials.

VOTE: Baham: Yes Burke: Yes Myers: Yes Petrie: Yes Thanars: Yes Thompson: Yes Branton: Yes
RESULT: Motion carried. (Unanimous)

B. Director’s Report

T. Collings provided updates on maintenance and capital projects, including the Mandeville renovation
project, for which E.C.0. Builders submitted the lowest responsive bid and construction is expected to
begin in late summer; the Lacombe renovation project, where Library Administration met with RCL
Architecture to discuss flooring and finishes; and the Slidell renovation project, where Library
Administration met with Watermark Design Group to review preliminary drawings. He also reported on
marketing and outreach efforts, professional development activities, program highlights, contracts,
public records requests, statements of concern, and the transition of materials from Young Adult (YA) to
Teen and Adult. He concluded with a review of service statistics for May, June, and year-to-date.

C. Presentation of the 2025 Audit — John Murray with Mauldin & Jenkins (formerly LaPorte)

John Murray reviewed the 2025 audit report and reported an unmodified opinion, stating that the
Library’s financial statements fairly present, in all material respects, the financial position of its
governmental activities and major funds as of December 31, 2025, in accordance with generally
accepted accounting principles. He summarized the financial statements, including the General Fund,
assets, liabilities, revenues, expenditures, and budget-to-actual comparisons. He also reported that no
deficiencies or compliance violations were identified.

PUBLIC COMMENT: There was no public comment.

MOTION: C.Branton moved to approve the 2025 audit presentation. It was seconded by G. Baham.
VOTE: Baham: Yes Burke: Yes Myers: Absent Petrie: Yes Thanars: Yes Thompson: Yes Branton: Yes
RESULT: Motion carried. (Yes—6 | Absent —1)

D. Resolution #26-018: Consideration of a "Dummy Book" System for Materials Located
Behind the Circulation Desk (Thompson)

T. Thompson explained the concept of a dummy book system, which uses a placeholder item on the
shelf to indicate the location of graphic novels that have been relocated behind the circulation desk. He
noted that the system would allow patrons to physically browse the collection and identify available
titles. He further reported receiving patron requests for such a system to improve discoverability and
ease of browsing. He noted that he had spoken with Parish President Mike Cooper regarding the system
and that President Cooper expressed his support for the concept.

MOTION: T. Thompson moved to adopt Res. 26-018. It was seconded by P. Burke.
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PUBLIC COMMENT:

Nicole Estain — Pearl River, LA. She supported the resolution and noted that dummy books can improve
discoverability and preserve the browsing experience for patrons.

Devin McGee — He opposed the resolution and stated that he views the proposal as an unnecessary
concession to activists.

Lisa Rustemeyer — Mandeville, LA. She supported the resolution. She inquired about the dummy books
that were purchased previously, asked for clarification on the overall cost, and inquired about which
books will be included.

Rebecca Bohm — Mandeville, LA. She supported the resolution, emphasized the value of shelf browsing
and noted that the cost of dummy books is outweighed by the benefit of making materials more
discoverable to patrons. She thanked T. Thompson for sponsoring the resolution.

Hilary Thompson — Slidell, LA. She supported the resolution and stated that it achieves the goal of
protecting children while preserving lawful access to materials for adults and researchers, all with a
minimal financial investment. She spoke of the importance of browsing and discoverability.

Jean Wiggin — Abita Springs, LA. She supported the resolution, but is opposed to hiding books behind the
counter and asked if doing so has reduced circulation statistics for those items.

There was one comment from an individual who did not wish to speak and they support the resolution.

T. Collings clarified that the previously purchased dummy books are now being used as placeholders for
the video games. T. Thompson noted that more than 300 dummy books would be needed throughout
the Parish because multiple copies of the same titles are maintained at various branches.

In response to questions about potential costs, T. Collings gave a detailed analysis of the estimated costs
associated with processing dummy books. Board members discussed the advantages and disadvantages
of using dummy books and expressed differing views on the topic. Discussion included the staff time
required to produce and process dummy books, associated costs, and potential copyright issues. Some
members viewed the approach as a reasonable compromise, while others questioned its necessity.
Board members discussed whether patrons are more likely to discover materials by browsing library
shelves or by searching the online catalog, with differing viewpoints expressed.

In response to comments that state law requires restrictions on graphic novels, E. Couvillon clarified that
the law addresses materials in collections available to children and that the Attorney General's opinion
extends its application to all library materials. E. Couvillon further clarified that state law does not
differentiate between graphic novels and textual novels.

VOTE: Baham: No Burke: Yes Myers: No Petrie: No Thanars: Yes Thompson: Yes Branton: No
RESULT: Motion failed. (Yes—3 | No—4)
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E. Resolution #26-019 to Amend St. Tammany Parish Library Employee Handbook Section 2-
213 to Adopt Compensatory Time (Baham)

T. Collings reviewed the proposed compensatory time policy for overtime and outlined its potential
benefits for both exempt and non-exempt employees. He noted that the proposal had been discussed
with staff and received staff support and that it has been reviewed by Human Resources and legal
counsel. He explained that employees would earn compensatory leave in lieu of overtime pay, allowing
them to bank overtime hours and use them as paid time off at a later date. The policy provides
compensatory time at a rate of 1.5 hours per overtime hour for non-exempt employees and one hour
per overtime hour worked for exempt employees.

MOTION: G. Baham moved to adopt Res. 26-019. It was seconded by T. Myers.
PUBLIC COMMENT: There was no public comment.

G. Baham commended library staff for their excellent work and stated that he views the policy as a way
to support and take care of employees.

VOTE: Baham: Yes Burke: Yes Myers: Yes Petrie: Yes Thanars: Yes Thompson: Yes Branton: Yes
RESULT: Motion carried. (Unanimous)

F. Resolution #26-020 to Amend St. Tammany Parish Library Rules and Regulations Section
103 “Office and Agent” (Branton)

T. Collings explained that the amendment allows the Board to appoint one or more Interim Library
Directors to carry out the duties of the Library Director in the absence of a permanent Director.

PUBLIC COMMENT: Devin McGee approached the podium but waived public comment.

G. Baham commented on the success of having two Interim Directors serve during the period when the
Library was without a permanent Director.

MOTION: G. Baham moved to adopt Res. 26-020. It was seconded by D. Thanars.
VOTE: Baham: Yes Burke: Yes Myers: Yes Petrie: Yes Thanars: Yes Thompson: Yes Branton: Yes
RESULT: Motion carried. (Unanimous)

G. Resolution #26-021 to Amend St. Tammany Parish Library Rules and Regulations Section
203 “Meeting Rooms” (Branton)

C. Branton stated that the amendment ensures compliance with state law governing the use of library
meeting rooms for both political and general purposes, noting that state law prohibits providing
meeting space free of charge for political events.

MOTION: C. Branton moved to adopt Res. 26-021. It was seconded by G. Baham.
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PUBLIC COMMENT:

Lisa Rustemeyer — She opposed the resolution and requested that it be tabled. She discussed past
political activities in library meeting rooms and expressed concerns regarding the reasons for the
meeting room policy changes.

Dolores Crain — Slidell, LA. She opposed the resolution and stated that she was threatened with financial
penalties for violating a rule that was not in effect and was denied a meeting room reservation. She
expressed concerns about selective enforcement and unequal treatment.

Jean Wiggin — She referenced results from an online search regarding political events held at libraries.
She highlighted that libraries should host nonpartisan forums that enhance civic engagement, voter
education, and community participation.

Barbara Hargrove — Abita Springs, LA. She opposed the resolution, stating that the term “political
purposes” is vague. She questioned what types of events fall under the policy and expressed concerns
about who will determine what constitutes a political purpose.

There was one comment from an individual who did not wish to speak and they oppose the resolution.

E. Couvillon clarified that this is not a new rule but a requirement of state law and the Louisiana
Constitution (LA Const. Art. VII, §14; LA R.S. 18:1465). She noted that the applicable laws are cited in
both the resolution and the proposed policy revisions and explained that state law requires libraries to
charge a fee when meeting rooms are used for political purposes. To further address questions
regarding the proposal, she read excerpts from LA R.S. 18:1465 aloud. She also referenced multiple
Attorney General opinions.

C. Branton emphasized that the amendment simply incorporates existing legal requirements to provide
clarity and avoid potential confusion in the future. Board members discussed policy details and posed
additional questions to D. Crain regarding the specific circumstances of her meeting room request that
had been denied. Board members and legal counsel continued discussion regarding political purposes.

VOTE: Baham: Yes Burke: Yes Myers: Yes Petrie: Yes Thanars: Yes Thompson: Yes Branton: Yes
RESULT: Motion carried. (Unanimous)

H. Resolution #26-022 to Amend the Location of the October 2026 Regular Board Meeting
(Branton)

T. Collings reported that the Council Chambers will be unavailable on October 19, 2026, and requested
Board approval to relocate the meeting to the Madisonville Branch.

MOTION: C. Branton moved to adopt Res. 26-022. It was seconded by D. Thanars.

PUBLIC COMMENT: There was no public comment.

VOTE: Baham: Yes Burke: Yes Myers: Yes Petrie: Absent Thanars: Yes Thompson: Yes Branton: Yes
RESULT: Motion carried. (Yes—6 | Absent - 1)
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I. Resolution #26-023 to Amend St. Tammany Parish Library Rules and Regulations Section
209 “Limits of Library Use” (Branton)

T. Collings explained that the proposed policy amendment would eliminate overdue fines, making the
Library fine-free, while continuing to charge for unreturned materials. The policy revision also
establishes a fee structure for Makerspace materials. There will be a five-cent increase in black and
white prints due to increasing toner and paper costs. T. Collings stated that eliminating overdue fines
reduces barriers to library use and aligns with the broader tax-neutral funding initiative by allowing
patrons to keep more of their money.

MOTION: C. Branton moved to adopt Res. 26-021. It was seconded by G. Baham.
Board members commented that eliminating overdue fines had been discussed in the prior year.
PUBLIC COMMENT: There was no public comment.

VOTE: Baham: Yes Burke: Yes Myers: Yes Petrie: Yes Thanars: Yes Thompson: Yes Branton: Yes
RESULT: Motion carried. (Unanimous)

3. Adjournment

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by D. Thanars and was seconded by P.
Burke. All were in favor, none were opposed, and ns.one was absent. Motion carried.

APPROVAL:
Tamarah Myers, Board Secretary/Treasur
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