St. Tammany Parish Library Board of Control
Resolution No. 26-025
Resolution to Amend the Section 209(D), Rules of Behavior

September 28", 2026
SPONSOR: Mr. Branton

WHEREAS, the St. Tammany Parish Library Board of Control is charged with establishing
policies necessary for the orderly operation of the Library and the protection of library patrons, staff,
collections, equipment, and facilities; and

WHEREAS, the Library exists to provide a safe, welcoming, and orderly environment in which
members of the public may read, study, access library resources, attend programs, and otherwise make
appropriate use of library services; and

WHEREAS, the Board finds it necessary to periodically review and update its Rules of Behavior
to address evolving operational needs, promote public safety, preserve library property, and ensure that all
patrons are able to enjoy library facilities without unreasonable disruption or interference; and

WHEREAS, the Board further finds that clarifying expectations regarding patron conduct provides
greater consistency in the administration and enforcement of library policies while supporting the Library's
mission of providing equitable access to services and facilities;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the St. Tammany Parish Library Board of Control
hereby amends Section 209(D), Rules of Behavior, of the St. Tammany Parish Library Rules and
Regulations Manual with the revisions incorporated herein as follows:
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D. Rules of Behavior

The Library Board of Control shall be responsible for determining the rules of behavior
necessary to protect the rights of individuals who use library materials and services, to protect
the rights of library employees to conduct library business without interference, and to preserve
library materials and facilities.

The St. Tammany Parish Library welcomes and encourages the use of its facilities and services
by all library patrons. The library shall be open to the public for the purpose of reading, studying,
using library materials, attending programs, and using meeting room facilities. The St. Tammany
Parish Library endeavors to ensure that the public shall be permitted to pursue those purposes
without encountering unreasonable nuisances at its facilities.

1. Firearms or weapons of any kind shall be prohibited in the library except when
carried by law enforcement officials while on duty.

2. Eating and drinking shall be prohibited in the library, except for light snacks

and covered drinks. &ndﬂﬁdef—aﬁ%eevered—en&aﬁeeﬁeas—ﬂae-eﬂh#eﬁeep&eﬂs

3. Use of tobacco products, smoking. vaping. and use of electronic cigarettes shall
be prohibited in the llbrary except in desmnated outdoor areas. L}se—e&—ehewmg

peft»mem—te—the—l-rbmfy—pfegf—am— Possessmn consumption. or use of alcohohc

beverages or illicit substances on library property shall be prohibited.

5. No animals, except guide-deogs service animals, shall be permitted in the library
except during library approved educational programs.

6. Sleeping shall be prohibited in the library.

7. Any behavior that disturbs library users or staff, hinders others from using the
library or library materials, or has the potential of damaging library equipment
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ABITA SPRINGS (985) 893-6285
FOLSOM (985) 796-9728
MANDEVILLE (985) 626-4293

a. Fighting and roughhousing shall be prohibited in the library and on
library property. All patrons involved shall be made to leave the premises.

b. Loitering er-hngering-ofgroups on walkways at entrances and other

locations in the library shall be prohibited. Individuals or groups that
hinder and/or intimidate other patrons or staff shall be asked to disburse or

lean e, whedetterormreander atmdossho i the ibrary or on Bbrary grounds

¢. Running shall be prohibited.

d. Throwing or tossing objects sueh-as-bals-otfpaper—paperairplanes-or
other-objeets shall be prohibited.

e. Misusing or abusing library equipment, furniture and/or landscaping

shall be prohlblted ﬂm&:des—b&ﬂ—sha#net—be—hm&ed—te—petmdmg—eﬁ

f. Harassing others, either verbally or physically shall be prohibited.
Harassment shall include but not be limited to initiating unwanted

conversations with other library users or staff, impeding access to the
building. or following another person about the library to the annoyance of
the followed person.

g. Playing audio equipment at a disturbing level, as determined by the
library staff, shall be prohibited. Use of audio equipment with headphones
at a level that is disturbing to staff or patrons shall be prohibited.
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h. Loud or b01ster0us behav10r shall be prohibited. this—me}aeleﬁ—bat-shal-l

HSolcHalon seprebtor-chartabreprrposessndhedisrbatenoteattets shall
be prohibited on library property. Fhis-shal-inelude-selling-anythingsuch-as

Exercise of speech protected by the First Amendment shall be conducted outside

the building and shall not be disruptive to patrons and staff. This shall include but
not be limited to selling anything. such as raffle tickets or candy. for personal or
for a charitable cause. taking surveys, or circulating petitions.

9. .All llbrary users shall wear shoes and approprlate outer clothing. Pa%reas—sh&l-}

10._Use of roller-blades, roller skates, skateboards, or other sports equipment on
library property other than for transportation to and from the Library inthe-library

er-on-the library-property shall be prohlblted Fwﬁeﬁafe&eﬁpa&eﬂs—&ﬂd—sfﬁf

11._The library shall not be responsible for personal belongings left unattended.
Patrons shall not leave valuables unattended at anytime.
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electronic devices shall be set to silent or vibrate while in the library. Voice calls,

audio, or other use that disturbs library users or staff shall be prohibited.

13. Entering staff-only or other non-public areas without authorization shall be
prohibited.

14, Sexual conduct, indecent exposure. or other sexually explicit conduct shall be
prohibited on library property.

15. Possession or use of fireworks. explosives. hazardous materials. or other
dangerous substances on library property shall be prohibited except as authorized
for approved library purposes.

16. Library restrooms shall be used only for their intended purpose. Bathing or
other improper use of restroom facilities shall be prohibited.

17. Patrons shall comply with the reasonable directions of library staff concerning
library policies, safety procedures. and emergency instructions. Failure to comply
may result in removal from library property.

shall be-proseeuted—Violations of federal or state law or local ordinances
occurring on library property may be reported to the appropriate law enforcement
authorities and may result in removal from library property. suspension of library
privileges, or prosecution as provided by law.
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THIS RESOLUTION HAVING BEEN SUBMITTED TO A VOTE, THE VOTE THEREON WAS AS
FOLLOWS:

Moved for adoption by G WAM and seconded by :D; TMWS ,
vEas: Bahah; Corbun, Myers, fumne, Thawmars, Thompsen, Branton

NAYS: ©

ABSENT: ©
ABSTAIN: O

AND THIS RESOLUTION WAS DECLARED DULY ADOPTED ON THIS DAY, THE 28" DAY OF
SEPTEMBER 2026, AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE ST. TAMMANY PARISH LIBRARY
BOARD OF CONTROL., A QUORUM OF THE MEMBERSHIP BEING PRESENT.

Charles Branton, Boar
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